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Thirteen of the greatest science fiction stories--including "Four one," "The Monsters," "Colony,"
and "Day million"--are accompanied by in-depth critical analyses and by an autobiographical
essay entitled "The Making of a Science Fiction Writer." Originally published as Robert
Silverberg's Worlds of Wonder. Reprint.





Steve, “Five Stars. This is a very valuable book for anyone who is thinking of starting to write sci-
fi”

K. Bunker, “A terrific book on many levels. Note that this is the same book as 
  
Robert Silverberg's Worlds of Wonder: Exploring the Craft of Science Fiction

  
  
; don't do what I almost did and buy both books.In this volume, the multi-Hugo and multi-
Nebula award winner Robert Silverberg presents a book that's part autobiography of his early
years as a developing writer, part literary criticism, part guide to other beginning writers, and part
anthology.Thirteen stories are included, each by a different author, ranging in date from 1944 to
1966. Silverberg selected these stories both for their value as lasting classics of the SF genre,
and for the influence they had on him as a young writer. In a brief essay that follows each story,
Silverberg explains why he considers it among the best that SF has produced, analyzes what
makes it "work" as a story, and often, how the story influenced him when he first read it.
Fascinating tidbits about the genesis of the story, its reception at the time of its publication, and
its influence on the SF field in general are also sometimes included.Any devoted reader of SF
short stories will be familiar with some, if not all of the stories here. But the book works on
several levels: As a fine collection of classics, as a work of SF criticism and analysis that will give
readers new insights into some well-known stories, and as a partial autobiography of the early
career of one of SF's greatest authors, revealing much about the man, his thoughts about SF
writing and the circle of writers he moved among.A list of the stories:"Four in One"; Damon
Knight, 1953"Fondly Fahrenheit"; Alfred Bester, 1954"No Woman Born"; C.L. Moore,
1944"Home is the Hunter"; Henry Kuttner, 1953"The Monsters"; Robert Sheckley,
1953"Common Time"; James Blish, 1953"Scanners Live in Vain"; Cordwainer Smith,
1950"Hothouse"; Brian W. Aldiss, 1960"The New Prime"; Jack Vance, 1951"Colony"; Philip K.
Dick, 1953"The Little Black Bag"; C.M. Kornbluth, 1950"Light of Other Days"; Bob Shaw,
1966"Day Million"; Frederick Pohl, 1966”



Walter Eisenhower, “finding jack vance novella - thr new prime. i searched for years to find this
work. found it was included in silverberg's text :science fiction 101. ordered, received and was
very pleased with the item which was in top shape. would do business again with this supplier.”

Joe Haldeman, “Learn from a master.. I've used this book twice, teaching science fiction writing
at MIT, and will use it a third time this year. It's an excellent introduction to "Golden Age" science
fiction, with thoughtful analysis of each story by Silverberg, explaining why each was important
to his development as a writer.”

The book by Richard Bullock has a rating of  5 out of 3.2. 8 people have provided feedback.
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